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ABANDONED HAND SANITIZER IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been a surplus of
sanitizing products, especially hand sanitizer, abandoned and
stored throughout Los Angeles County, the state, and the nation.
In many cases these products may be expired, degraded,
contaminated, or under an FDA recall.

# There have been numerous locations of abandoned hand sanitizer
discovered throughout Los Angeles County. The Los Angeles

County Fire Department and local police departments have
responded to 15 such locations within the last month alone. At one
location, there were 84 pallets totaling ~17.000 gallons.

Many businesses have been found to be illegally storing large

quantities of hand sanitizer inside buildings and in exterior storage
locations that do not meet the Building & Safety Occupancy
Classification, Fire Code and Health & Safety Code requirements.

The rise in dumping of hand sanitizer may be a result of the high
cost associated with the legal management and disposal of these
products.

Hand sanitizer is a highly flammable liquid and due to its high alcohol content is considered a hazardous material.

Alcohol-based sanitizers are a Class IB flammable liquid, and its storage is restricted due to its flammability.

Release of hand sanitizer into the environment may potentially cause fires, impact aquatic life, and contaminate waterways.

If vou should discover any abandoned hand sanitizer in your jurisdiction, please notify the local Fire Department Dispatch and the local Unified Program A gency.
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